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This booklet contains general information about 
the UCAS Apply process and important deadline 
dates. It also highlights key websites covering 
different options, to help students when 
considering their next steps.

www.ucas.com 
 

UCAS stands for ‘Universities and Colleges Admissions 
Service’, a UK based organisation whose main role is to 
operate the application process for British universities.  
 
Their website lists undergraduate and foundation 
degrees as well as information on apprenticeships. It also 
includes virtual tours of universities, taster days, tips on 
choosing courses and compiling a personal statement, 
subject guides, advice for students with disabilities, care 
leavers, information for parents/carers, as well as dates of 
open days and special events. ‘Explore jobs’ provides 
careers information and there is a section on all options 
post 18, plus lots more useful information.

University: UCAS
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Other useful websites 
www.discoveruni.gov.uk 
www.theuniguide.co.uk 

Are you in care or a care leaver?  
Information on studying at university or college at:  
www.becomecharity.org.uk/for-young-people/propel 
 
Do you have a disability? 
Information, advice and factsheets at:  
www.disabilityrightsuk.org >factsheets and guides >  
education > into higher education  

 
 



5 May 2020  
Start research for 2021. 
 
19 May 2020  
UCAS Undergraduate ‘Apply’ opens for applicants to register 
and start their applications. 
 
8 September 2020 
Applications cannot be submitted to UCAS until this date. 
 
15 October 2020  
Applications for Oxford and Cambridge and courses in 
medicine, veterinary medicine/science, and dentistry.  
 
 

15 January 2021 (6 pm) 
UCAS deadline for applications for majority of  
undergraduate courses. (College deadline is before Christmas 
2020 to allow for processing of application). 
 
31 May 2021  
Student finance application deadline for courses starting in 
Sept/Oct 2021, to ensure the loan is ready for beginning of course.   
See www.gov.uk > education and learning > student finance. 

UCAS key dates for 2021 entry

It is possible to apply for university 
and then defer entry if you decide  
to take a gap year. 
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Open University     
www.open.ac.uk 

 

The Open University offers flexible part-time study, supported distance 

and open learning for undergraduate and postgraduate courses and other 

qualifications. Financial support is available. 

 

 

Studying abroad    
www.thestudentroom.co.uk > university > international study 

www.prospects.ac.uk/postgraduate-study/study-abroad

As part of the registration process, students are issued with the 
College ‘buzzword’ (like a password). The buzzword is 
Chelmsfordcollege21. This enables their application to be 
linked to College. Students are given a username by UCAS 
when they register and then they generate their own password.  
 
The 2021 UCAS application fee is £20 for a single choice, or 
£26 for more than one choice.     
 
 
 
 
 

The student submits his/her completed application and pays 
the application fee. The tutor’s reference is added by the 
College and the form checked before sending off to UCAS. 
Students use ‘TRACK ‘on the UCAS site to check the progress 
of their application. 
 
The internal College deadline for applications is  
13th November 2020 so that the College can process the 
application and guarantee the form will be sent to UCAS by 
Friday 4th December 2020  to meet the UCAS deadline of 
15/1/21. Students should always check the deadline date for 
the course(s) they are applying for. Support is available with 
UCAS applications in College through the tutorial programme 
and by the Careers Advice Zone team and academic staff.  

Chelmsford College and UCAS
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An apprenticeship is a combined package of 
work and study. With the growth of higher 
and degree apprenticeships, you can gain a 
qualification, learn professional skills and 
earn a wage.  
 
Entry requirements vary from programme to 
programme but there will be a lot of 
competition for places, so preparation  
and research are important.  
 
Apprentices can achieve a Bachelor’s or 
Master’s degree and the course  
fees are paid by the government 
and employers.

You can find more information about 
apprenticeships on the following websites: 
 
www.apprenticeships.org.uk 
National Apprenticeship Service 
 
www.milkround.com/school-leavers 
Opportunities and advice for school and 
college leavers for jobs and 
apprenticeships 
 
www.future-talent.com 
Apprenticeships, Degree Apprenticeships 
& Advice for 16 - 24 year olds 
 
www.theuniguide.co.uk > get advice> 
higher apprenticeships 
 
You can also look on individual employer 
and university websites to find out more 
about what they are offering in terms of 
higher and degree apprenticeships, as well 
as school/college leaver programmes and 
sponsored degrees.

Apprenticeships
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Gap Year/Volunteering 

There are several websites containing information on gap 
year and volunteering opportunities, both at home and 
abroad. For example: 

www.gapyear.com     
www.yearoutgroup.org     
www.realgap.co.uk 
www.ucas.com > alternatives > gap year 
www.vinspired.com    
www.chelmsfordcvs.org.uk/volunteer

Careers information 

nationalcareers.service.gov.uk 
www.icould.com
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Employment

In addition to information about vacancies on websites listed 
in this booklet and also on employer websites, College 
leavers can also look on: 

www.targetcareers.co.uk/work   
www.thebigchoice.com
www.getmyfirstjob.co.uk 
www.indeed.co.uk 

Self employment 

www.livewire.shell 
www.princes-trust.org.uk



This booklet contains links to external websites that are not provided by, 
maintained by, or in any way affiliated to Chelmsford College. Please note that 
whilst we consider these webpages to be appropriate and valuable sources of 
information, Chelmsford College does not guarantee the accuracy, relevance, 
timeliness or completeness of any material provided on these external sites. 

Careers Advice Zone, Chelmsford College 
Moulsham Street, Chelmsford CM2 0JQ 

 

01245 293031 | careersadvicezone@chelmsford.ac.uk | www.chelmsford.ac.uk 

Take a step in  
the right direction.


